Venezuela, Bolivarian Rep. of
Identification
Title of the survey: Encuesta de Hogares por Muestreo

Organisation responsible: Instituto Nacional de Estadística

Objectives of the survey: Determinar las características socioeconómicas y sociodemográficas de la fuerza de trabajo y obtener elementos de análisis necesarios para diagnosticar los desequilibrios entre la oferta y demanda de los puestos de trabajo que se registran en el mercado.

Date: 24/10/2011

Periodicity and coverage
Periodicity of data collection: Continuously (every week)

Geographical coverage: Whole country

Population coverage: Whole population excluding the following groups: Persons living in institutions, indigenous population, people living in federal dependencies and in localities with less than 10 dwellings

Age coverage: The labour related questions of the survey relate to the population of 15 years old and over

Topics covered:
Demographic characteristics: age, sex, marital status, relationship to household head
Main labour related characteristics: employment, unemployment, employment in informal sector
Other labour related characteristics: industry, occupation, status in employment, institutional sector (public/private), reasons for not being in the labour force
Other characteristics: membership in cooperatives
Concepts and definitions
Current employment
Definition of employment: Personas de 15 años y más de edad, de uno u otro sexo, que declaran haber trabajado con o sin remuneración,  por lo menos una hora,  durante la semana anterior a la realización de la entrevista.  

Las personas ocupadas con remuneración son aquellas que perciben un sueldo, salario u otro tipo de ingreso o compensación en dinero efectivo o en especie (alimentación o alojamiento) por el trabajo realizado como empleado u obrero, trabajador por cuenta propia, patrono o empleador.

Las personas ocupadas sin remuneración en dinero se denominan por lo general “trabajadores familiares” y se definen como personas que trabajan sin remuneración en dinero en una empresa económica explotada por otro miembro de la familia con el cual conviven, siempre que no hayan buscado trabajo en el período de referencia de la encuesta.

Employment refers to people who during the reference period: 

- worked for one hour or more for wage or salary, in cash or in kind

- worked for one hour or more for profit or family gain, in cash or in kind

- worked for at least one hour without pay on a family business or farm

Reference period for employment: The seven days preceding the interview date (moving)

Current unemployment
Definition of unemployment: Personas de 15 años y más, de uno u otro sexo, quienes declararon que no estaban trabajando por haber perdido su empleo y buscaron trabajo con remuneración, durante la semana anterior a la realización de la entrevista. Asimismo se incluyen aquellas personas que nunca han trabajado y buscan trabajo por primera vez.

Unemployment refers to people who during the reference period: Are without work, available to work and actively seeking work

Reference period for seeking work: The seven days preceding the interview date (moving)

Underemployment
Hours of work
Income from paid employment
Income from self-employment
Employment in the informal sector
Definition of informal sector units: Los trabajadores del Sector Informal son aquellas personas que laboran en empresas con menos de cinco personas empleadas (incluido el patrono),  servicio doméstico, trabajadores por cuenta propia no profesionales (tales como vendedores, artesanos, conductores, pintores, carpinteros, buhoneros, etc.) y ayudantes o auxiliares que no son remunerados y que trabajan 15 horas o más semanalmente.

The informal sector employment refers to the population employed in: 

- all own-account enterprises (as defined in the 15th ICLS Resolution on informal sector)

- own-account enterprises which are not registered

- enterprises of informal employers employing less than 5 persons engaged

Information is collected in respect of the following categories of workers: 

- employees

- employers

- own-account workers

- members of producers' cooperatives

- contributing family workers

Informal employment
Informal employment includes: 

- own-account workers employed in their own informal sector enterprises

- contributing family workers working in formal sector enterprises

- contributing family workers working in informal sector enterprises

Usual activity
Treatment of special groups
Classifications
Disaggregations used in the analysis and tabulation of the survey results: 

- The economically active population is tabulated by: sex, age
- The employed population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, institutional sector (public/private)
- The unemployed population is tabulated by: sex, age
- The economically inactive population is tabulated by: sex, age
Sample design
Sampling frame: Population census

The sampling frame is updated: not updated with a specific frequency

Lowest level of geographic disaggregation for which reliable estimates of the unemployment rate can be produced and their frequency: Federal entities (quarterly)

The sample is stratified: Yes

Variables used for stratification: urbanisation, urban/rural areas
Number of sampling stages: 2

Ultimate sampling units: dwellings

Number of ultimate sampling units per sample area: 15

Sample size: 65745 ultimate sampling units per year

Data collection
Estimation and adjustment
Selected indicators tabulated from the survey: 

- Unemployment rate by: sex, age
- Employment to population ratio by: sex, age, economic activity, occupation
- Labour force participation rate by: sex, age
- Hours of work (per worker) by: 

- Earnings (per worker) by: 

- Number of workers by hours band by: 

- Number of workers by earnings class by: 

Documentation and dissemination
Publication(s) and website where the survey results can be found: Encuesta de Hogares por Muestreo - Informe Mensual- Situación en la Fuerza de Trabajo  Agosto, 2011

Publication(s) and website where methodological information on the survey can be found: Encuesta de Hogares por Muestreo - Informe Mensual- Situación en la Fuerza de Trabajo  Agosto, 2011

Dissemination formats and periodicity: 

- comprehensive report (monthly)

Time needed for an initial release of the survey results: approximately one month

Historical information
Year when the survey was conducted for the first time: 1967
